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Interpretation

The act of explaining, 
reframing, or otherwise 
showing your own 
understanding of something

How do individuals develop 
their own understandings?  



Introduction

ÅThe investigation and handling 
of a crime scene is crucial to the 
outcome of any criminal 
investigation

ÅTwo critical components:
ÅHas to be recognized as a crime 

scene

ÅHas to be secured/controlled



Introduction

ÅThe quality and quantity of 
information available as scientific 
evidence is based on how secured 
and controlled the crime scene is.   
ÅNo security 

ÅPartial security 

ÅTotal security 

ÅLevel of contamination
ÅScenes change minute by minute

ÅEntry of personnel





Introduction

ÅCrime scene reconstruction relies on 
the quality and quantity of the 
scientific evidence as it relates to 
the scene
ÅWhat is it?  What purpose did it serve?  
ÅWhat changes have been made to the 

scene? 
ÅEvaluation of evidence
ÅRelationships between other items of 

evidence
ÅRelationships to the scene



Introduction

ÅThe processing of crime scenes, the 
analysis of evidence and the 
reconstruction of a crime scenes are 
all defined by the interpretation of 
physical evidence.  
ÅAmbiguous evidence
ÅInterpreted in more than one way 

depending on a variety of subjective 
influences.   



What is 
Evidence?

ÅEvidenceςanything that tends to 
prove or disprove a fact in 
contention

ÅTwo types of evidence
ÅTestimonial ςevidence that is given by 

an individual which helps in 
understanding motives and/or 
explaining those items found at a 
crime scene.

ÅPhysical ςspecific items found at the 
scene that are collected for subsequent 
analysis and presentation

Gardner, R. M. (2005).Practical crime scene 
processing and investigation.



Anything can be physical evidence
Bank robbery note, drugs/drug paraphernalia, biological fluids



Trace evidence, arson evidence, firearms related evidence



Fingerprints, shoeprints, tire 
tracks, tool marks


